ANNEX F: FAIR HOUSING ACT ACCESSIBILITY CHECKLIST

The following is a checklist of design and construction requirements of the Fair
Housing Act. This checklist represents many, but not all, of the requirements to the Act.
This checklist is not intended to be exhaustive; rather, it is a helpful guide in
determining if the major requirements of the Act have been met in designing and
constructing a particular multifamily development.

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

0 Development has buildings containing 4 or more units and was designed and
constructed for first occupancy on or after March 13, 1991.

If it is an elevator building, all units are “covered units”.

All units in buildings with elevators have features required by the Act.

If it is an non-elevator building, all ground-floor units “covered units”

All ground floor units in buildings without elevators have features required by the
Act.
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NOTE: There is a narrow exception, which provides that a non-elevator building in a
development need not meet all of the Act’s requirements if it is impractical to have an
accessible entrance to the non-elevator building because of hilly terrain or other unusual
characteristics of the site.

1. ACCESSIBLE BUILDING ENTRANCE ON AN ACCESSIBLE ROUTE

0 The accessible route is a continuous, unobstructed path (no stairs) through the
development that connects all buildings containing covered units and all other
amenities.

The accessible route also connects to parking lots, public streets, public sidewalks,
and to public transportation stops.

All slopes are no steeper than 8.33%.

All slopes between 5% and 8.33% have handrails.

Covered units have at least one entrance on an accessible route.

There are sufficient curb cuts for a person using a wheelchair to reach every building
in the development.
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2. COMMON AND PUBLIC USE AREAS

0 At least two percent of all parking spaces are designated as handicapped parking.

0 At least, one parking space at each common and public use amenity is designated as
handicapped parking.

0 All handicapped parking spaces are properly marked.

0 All handicapped parking spaces are at least 96” wide with a 60” wide access aisle,
which can be shared between two spaces.

0 The accessible aisle connects to a curb ramp and the accessible route.

0 The rental or sales office is readily accessible and usable by persons with disabilities.
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0 All mailboxes, swimming pools, tennis courts, clubhouses, rest rooms, showers,
laundry facilities, trash facilities, drinking fountains, public telephones, and other
common and public use amenities offered by the development are readily accessible
and usable by persons with disabilities.

3. USABLE DOORS

0 All doors into and through covered units and common use facilities provide a clear
opening of at least 32” nominal width.

0 All doors leading into common use facilities have lever door handles that do not
require grasping and twisting.

0 Thresholds at doors to common use facilities are no greater than 2”.

0 All primary entrance doors to covered units have lever door handles that not require
grasping and twisting.

0 Thresholds at primary entrance doors to covered units are no greater than %" and
beveled.

4. ACCESSIBLE ROUTE INTO AND THROUGH THE COVERED UNIT

0 All routes through the covered units are no less than 36” wide.

5. ACCESSIBLE ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROLS

0 All light switches, electrical outlets, thermostats, and other environmental controls
must be no less than 15” and no greater than 48” from the floor.

6. REINFORCED BATHROOM WALLS FOR GRAB BARS

0 Reinforcements are built into the bathroom walls surrounding toilets, showers, and
bathtubs for the future installation of grab bars.

7. USABLE KITCHEN AND BATHROOMS

0 Atleast30” x 48” of clear floor space at each kitchen fixture and appliance.

0 Atleast40” between opposing cabinets and appliances.

0O At least a 60” diameter turning circle in U-shaped kitchens unless the cook top or
sink at the end of the U-shaped kitchen has removable cabinets beneath for knee
space.

0 In bathroom, at least 30” x 48” of clear floor space outside the swing of the bathroom
door.

0 Sufficient clear floor space in front of and around sink, toilet, and bathtub for use by
persons using wheelchairs.
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This checklist represents many, but not all, of the accessible and adaptive design and
construction requirements of the Fair Housing Act. This checklist is not a safe harbor
for compliance with the Fair Housing Act. HUD and the Department of Justice
recognize the following standards as safe harbors when used in conjunction with the
Fair Housing Act, regulations, and Fair Housing Act Accessibility Guidelines (i.e.
scoping requirements)

Failure to comply with all of the accessible and adaptive design and construction
requirements of the Fair Housing Act may result in loss of tax credits pursuant to 26
C.F.R. § 1.42-9. Therefore, you should consult an attorney and/or design professional
to ensure that the construction of the multi-family development complies with the
accessible and adaptive design and construction requirements of the Fair Housing
Act.
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COVERED BUILDINGS

IS THE DEVELOPMENT SUBJECT TO THE ACT?

v Development has buildings containing 4 or more units and was designed and
constructed for first occupancy on or after March 13,1991

v" Building contains elevator so all units in building are "covered units"

v All units in buildings with elevators are designed and constructed with
features required by the Act

v Building does not contain elevator so only ground-floor units in building are
"covered units"

v' All ground-floor units in buildings without elevators are designed and
constructed with features required by the Act Development contains "covered
units," so the public and common use facilities must be designed and
constructed with features required by the Act NOTE: Fair Housing Act
Accessibility Guidelines contains a narrow "Site Impracticality Exception"
which provides that a non-elevator building does not have to meet all of the
Act's requirements if it is impractical to have an accessible entrance to the
building because of the natural hilly terrain or other unusual characteristics of
the site.
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FAIR HOUSING ACT CONTACT INFORMATION

Fair Housing Act - General Information U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development Bryan Greene Office of Fair Housing & Equal Opportunity Tel: (202)
708-1145 Fax: (202) 708/3527 www.hud.gov

Fair Housing Act - Accessibility Issues

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
Cheryl Kent

Office of Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity

Tel: (202) 708-2333

Fax: (202) 708-1251

Section 202 and Section 811 Program Information
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
Aretha Williams

Grant Policy and Management Division

Tel: (202) 708-2866

U.S. Justice Department - Point of Contact
Diane Houk, Esq.

Civil Rights Division

Housing Section

Tel: (202) 514-4713

Fax: (202) 514-1116
www.usdoj.gov/crt/housing

U.S. Treasury Department - Point of Contact
Jack Malgeri, Esq.

Internal Revenue Service

Office of Chief Counsel

Tel: (202) 622-3040

Fax: (202) 622-4753



